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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

SERIES 3: 7 - HACHNASAT ORCHIM
OU ISRAEL/BEIT KNESSET HANASI - FALL 2024

* As we read Sefer Bereishit, one of the key take-aways is everything we learn from the lives of the Avot. This includes not only the
hashkafic underpinnings of Torah but sometimes also some of halachic details of mitzvot.
« In the life of Avraham, a central mitzva is Hachnasat Orchim and we will review some of its key principles in this shiur.

A] HACHNASAT ORCHIM - THE TORAH SOURCE
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The Rambam explains that many of the mitzvot of chesed, including hachnasat orchim are chiyuvim miderabbanan but
involve a kivum of the mitzva min haTorah of ‘Ahavat Re’im’.
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The roots of the mitzva of Hachnasat Orchim lie in the chesed of Avraham Avinu who left his dialogue with the Shechina
in order to look after travellers. The Rambam also stresses the importance of accompanying guests (see below).
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Many of the details of how to do Hachnasat Orchim are learned from Avraham Avinu.
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The forms of chesed displayed to the travellers provided the zechut for the miracles received by Klal Yisrael in the desert
- the manna, the clouds and the well.

B] HACHNASAT ORCHIM - ONE OF THE GREATEST MITZVOT
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There is a debate in Chazal as to whether the word >-)-1-N in Bereishit 18:3 is kodesh or chol i.e. is Avraham addressing

the travellers or God?
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The Rambam rules that the Shem is kodesh.
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The Rambam’s ruling is based on a Gemara. Avraham is asking God to wait until he has finished dealing with his guests.
Effectively, he is telling God that he can connect with Him better by doing Hachnasat Orchim than through prophecy!’

NID D22 D NOYP JIPM MN ODIY PP DN DTN DT NWY - PN "N OON 'R XYW 92 1T 27 N 8.
4221720 NN YT ,0NN TIIOND P STHINM ,WITHN N NNOVN,NDN PP ,DX2IN MNP, PHNN NN - 0 DN)
oy

9P nav
Chazal consider this mitzva to be one which yields rewards in this world and in the next.
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The Meiri considers it to be the greatest mitzva of all!
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Hachnasat Orchim shaped the development of the Jewish people throughout Tanach, thereby changing Jewish history.
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Hachnasat Orchim has a role in providing kapara in place of the mizbeach, hence our minhagim at the table relating to
the mizbeach - dipping bread in salt, throwing the bread, clearing away the knives’ etc.
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Hosting a talmid chacham in one’s home provides a merit as if a the host had brought a korban tamid.
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1. Although since the Rambam understands that the whole episode is taking place within the nevua (cf. the view of the Ramban), one could perhaps say that this message is effectively
being communicated to him through the nevua.
2. See https://outorah.org/p/80828/
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The Mishna states that there is no maximum shiur to giving chesed. However, this is only in terms of the physical effort
involved. Financially, one is not required to spend more than one fifth of one’s money on a positive mitzva.

C] WHO IS A ‘GUEST"?
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Hachnasat Orchim does not mean inviting friends around for dinner but inviting those who are needy - financially,
emotionally or psychologically.
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The key is remembering that the root of the mitzva is ‘Ahavat Reim’ - treating others as one would wish to be treated.
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Hachnasat Orchim also applies to ‘wealthy’ guests, but there should be a special place at ones table for the needy.

D] IMPORTANT HALACHOT FOR THE HOSTS

(a) Ymbwan 9ny 1 msn - Performing a mitzva personally, like Avraham.
(b) ma? 0”9 920 - Receiving the guests with a smile
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Greeting others with a smile is far more important than the amount one gives them.

(c) Not to embarrass a guest
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1t is very important not to embarrass guests in any way, including by staring at them.
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The ba’al habayit should make hamotzi even in front of important guests so that he can distribute the challa generously.
Otherwise, a Cohen gets precedence.
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If everyone has their own challot, the most important guest should make hamotzi.

(d) Chesed is focused on the needs of the guest and not those of the host

(e) Chinuch of children is key - as with Avraham involving Yishmael

() Building a positive energy - as we see in the speed and energy with which Avraham and his family performed the mitzva.
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We learn from the korbanot on Succot and Shemini Atzeret that the key is to make the guest feel at home - sometimes that
means reducing the formality so that the guest can relax.

(8) Serving good food and drink
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Guests in one’s home (even an Eved Ivri!) should be treated with as much honor as the host.
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Any mitzva should be performed with one’s best offerings and never grudgingly.

(h) Accompanying guests on their way
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The importance of accompanying guests is learnt from the episode of the Egla Arufa and also from the capture of Bet-El
by the tribe of Yosef in Sefer Shoftim.
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The obligation of livui is treated very seriously in halacha, to the extent that sometimes the obligation was to accompany
a Rav 3 parasot - over 7 miles! Today, assuming the roads and the journey are safe, the halacha is to walk at least 4
amot. However, if there is potential danger on the roads, the host must advise guests on the safest options.
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E] IMPORTANT HALACHOT FOR THE GUESTS
(a) Bringing ‘Shalom Bayit’ to the home
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The melachim asked where Sarah was, yet they did not actually need to speak to her.
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Rashi explains that they were trying to communicate to Avraham how wonderful Sarah was’!

(b) Not to bring other guests unannounced
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A guest must not bring another guest unannounced and must not overburden the host.

(c) To help the host with what they need and to do as they ask
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The guest must do whatever the host asks.
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Guests should not be shy in front of the host if he asks them to do something that they might not normally feel comfortable
doing, but they certainly do not have to do anything that they feel is inappropriate, or even to eat more if they are full.

(d) Not to eat more than the host can afford

NT XM ROVIN X¥IN DTRN 27 0Py OOP DT DNV Y97 11N WD INPIN PR IMN IWIVD OI2T DN 1N 32.
D22 NN XON NIY NNTA NI NN I PIAXR MY MYV NPIDN NPRY NTIVON IIND (K) :37 1IN ,NRON Y PRY
..... MY NON ONIIN

1 1957 1999 Nawn ndbn 0"
Eating the food of someone who cannot afford the expense is a very serious aveira for which it is difficult to do teshuva.

(e) To give a beracha to the hosts during bircat hamazon
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The guest should bentch in order to give the host family a personal beracha.

3. And also vice versa - they told Sarah how wonderful Avraham was. D9aR PR N9¥Y YIDBNX 5 NIV PR YINNY OV 71P/Y 9N -1V )OO NN NYIS N2 MYNIA
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(f) The guest must respect boundaries
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A guest should not give food to the children of the host or otherwise act as a host.
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The Mishna Berura gives the reason from a gemara in Chullin which recounts a very alarming story.....

F] AVRAHAM AND THE MITZVOT*

DI Y0P YN IRY WD I 52 TY N 21307 IND WD TN AYRD ORI DY 2002 Ty 36,
PN MR X¥R HIBYR v Hpa

-7 MYNI
The Brit and blessings to Yitzchak at the beginning of Parashat Toldot are expressed to be given as a consequence of
Avraham having kept mitzvot - mishmarot, chukim, torot and more.
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Chazal end Mishnayot Kiddushin with a midrashic statement that Avraham kept’ the whole Torah before it was given,
and base this position on Bereishit 26:5.
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In Yoma, Chazal expand on this idea and insist that Avraham kept not only the 7 Noahide Laws plus mila, but also the
details of the whole Torah, including the Oral Law and rabbinic mitzvot - singling out Eruv Tavshilin.
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The Rema understands that the statement of Chazal concerning the Avot keeping the whole Torah relates only to
Avraham. The other Avot, and member of their households kept only the 7 Noahide Laws.

4. Fora much more detailed shiur on the Avot and mitzvot and in what way the Avot ‘kept the Torah’ see https://rabbimanning.com/avot/.

5. Note that there are two girsaot in this Mishna - that Avraham 'did’ (hwyw) the whole Torah or that Avraham upheld/kept (»pw) the whole Torah.

6. Note that some girsaot read PmnNN >y 12>ax and yet others read 3N »2yPY ¥22ax. R. Yaakov Reisher in the lyun Yaakov points out that Eruv Tavshilin is the most connected
hashkafically to the life of Avraham. The mechanism of Eruv Tavshilin is based on the halachic principle of ‘hoil’ - since guests could come that day, it is permitted to cook on Yom
Tov even though the intention is for Shabbat. Avraham’s life was founded on the hope that guests could come that day, as seen at the start of Parashat Vayera. See also Bereishit
Rabba 11:7 that Ya’'akov set techumin for the city and Meshech Chochma on Bereishit 33:18 on how eruv tavshilin and techumin reflect the lives of Avraham and Ya’akov
respectively. See also R. Yitzchak Blau - Did the Patriarchs Keep the Torah? on https://www.etzion.org.il/en/shiur-03-did-patriarchs-keep-torah.
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The Maharal takes a similar line, arguing that the Avot were individually connected to mitzvot. As such, each kept the
specific mitzvot that related to them. Avraham kept all the mitzvot, but Yitzchak and Yaakov kept only those which
resonated with their deep spiritual reality - segula.

* In this sense, their relationship with God was quite different to ours a Jews who are ‘metzuvim’.
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The Maharsha understands that this is the import of the wording ‘asah’ - that they performed the positive mitzvot, and
he favors that wording over ‘kiyem’, which implies keeping the negative mitzvot too.
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Chazal ask how the Avraham knew Torah. One opinion is that he were able to draw on a hidden flow from his ‘kidneys”.
Another is that he were able to work it out for himself.

* This may reflect two different approaches:- (i) that the Avot were attuned to a mystical reality which enabled them to connect with
Torabh; (i) that the Avot intuited Torah from their own moral compass and philosophical sensitivities.
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The Shem MiShmuel explains that when Chazal say that the Avot kept ‘all the mitzvot’ they do not mean the mitzvot as we
have them today. Rather, the Avot connected to the Divine light in the mitzvot and accessed them in other ways. After
Matan Torah is it no longer possible (or permitted!) to access that spiritual essence of the mitzva other than through the
revealed halachic mechanism for that mitzva.

7. See Ibn Ezra to Tehillim 7:10 For an in depth analysis of the understanding of the role of the kidneys in Jewish thought see
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